University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

6-18-1993

Document: Multi-sectoral Forum Communique
On De Leon Carpio Presidency
Erika Harding

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Harding, Erika. "Document: Multi-sectoral Forum Communique On De Leon Carpio Presidency." (1993).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/11042

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 057532
ISSN: 1060-4189

Document: Multi-sectoral Forum Communique On De Leon
Carpio Presidency
by Erika Harding
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, June 18, 1993
Below is a press release issued on June 7, 1993, by the Multi-Sectoral Forum, an umbrella group of
about 60 trade unions, peasant organizations, student groups, and other popular organizations. The
popular sector groups represented in the Forum played an instrumental role in the events which
culminated in Congress's selection of Ramiro de Leon Carpio as president on June 5. The document
expresses the Forum's stance regarding the significance of the May 25 coup d'etat and its aftermath,
as well as its position vis a vis the De Leon Carpio government: "As a result of the deep crisis in
all phases of national life, a social explosion of grand proportions has taken place in Guatemala.
Far from being heard, the people themselves have only encountered responses of intolerance,
repression and the breakdown of institutional and constitutional order. Nevertheless, through
actions which have now found a place in the country's history, we, the various and distinct sectors
of the country, have opposed this breakdown, the installation of a dictatorship, and the abolition
of our rights. Through important processes of civic consensus, a way out of the crisis was finally
found. As a first step, Ramiro de Leon Carpio was elected as the new president. This first step,
which has barely begun the return to institutional and constitutional order, was achieved thanks to
actions of civil resistance, the consensus of many sectors of society, the correct application of legal
mechanisms, and the important support of the international community. This unique confluence
of factors should be especially kept in mind because it now raises the exceptional opportunity, and
historic responsibility, to advance our country along the path of democracy with social justice which
includes the respect for human rights, and is based upon the eradication of impunity, corruption
and "coup-ism." President Ramiro de Leon Carpio has an exceptional opportunity now to undertake
decisive actions which can correct the causes which originally provoked the crisis which was
generated. In this sense, it is indispensable that a commitment be made, and put into practice, to
eradicate the corruption in all the State organs; firm judicial action against the civilian and military
persons responsible for the breakdown of institutional and constitutional order; and exemplary
actions of justice against Jorge Serrano and Gustavo Espina, corrupt bureaucrats in the present
government, and congressional members tainted with corruption. It is necessary to extradite those
who have already fled, prevent those guilty from fleeing, and start judicial proceedings against all
of them. These actions, which would be truly patriotic, will have a great deal of civic and popular
backing. If this is not done, impunity will remain intact and Guatemala will inevitably fall into
an even more profound crisis. Any kind of amnesty or "honorable way out" will be immediately
rejected and opposed by many different sectors, starting up new confrontations. Another element,
which constitutes a "sine qua non condition" in starting up and successfully finishing the process
of national salvation, is to guarantee that the Guatemalan Army strictly maintains an apolitical,
obedient, and non-deliberative character and abides by the constitutional prohibition to intervene,
individually or collectively, in political issues (Article 248). For decades, and especially in the last
few days, we have been witnesses to, and have been affected by, the armed intervention in political
issues. This is an important and unique moment, which can make the preeminence of civil society,
and civil power, a reality on the national and local levels. At the same time, Ramiro De Leon Carpio,
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now as the President of the Republic, has a real opportunity to solve fundamental problems of
the Guatemalan people - problems which he has appreciated, understood, documented and was
consulted about in his former position as Procurator of Human Rights. The very grave socioeconomic needs, the ethnic and cultural discrimination; the impunity with which the security forces
have acted, along with the so-called committees of civilian self-defense; the drama of the refugees,
displaced and the Communities of the Population in Resistance; the forced military recruitment;
the unpopular economic measures such as those related to electricity and public transport; the
violations of labor laws, and the entire chapter of human rights in general to all of these issues it
may be possible to find a solution, inspired by the common good, which will benefit the Guatemalan
people. The solution to these problems will substantially assist the road to a true peace, and will
give real sustenance to the negotiation process with the URNG (Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional
Guatemalteca). One of the most positive historical results of these critical days has been that we,
the different social and civil sectors of national life, have deepened our understanding and have
assumed our inalienable rights to participate in national decisions. The Guatemalan people will
no longer permit ever again that small groups, with particular economic and political interests,
decide things in their name. The civic conscience has matured decades in the last two weeks of our
history. Given this, the Multi-Sectoral Forum reaffirms its participation in the Instancia Nacional
de Consenso (INC), and calls on all social and civilian sectors of the country to become members of
this great effort of consensus and national salvation. The Multi-Sectoral Forum will participate to the
best of its ability in assisting those efforts which will move Guatemala toward a true democracy with
social justice."

-- End --
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